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o Admxrah Stansfield: Turner“ was.
". unanimously-=confirmed - as- ‘Central
‘ " Intelligence Agency Director yester-
- ‘day — and everyone should agree
4 that one’ way-or another he'is a
man to watch. .= X y L
- President Carter.and others have
praxsed Turner not just. as an excep-.:
tional admiral but also as A Speéial
- type of brxlhant and mnovatxve pub—
: llc official. _; 's# % .5%n B R
::. - 'The President has even called him -
_‘ *‘the next George Marshall,”"a high-
. ly flattering reference to the World -
", War II Army: chief of staff who later
served as secretary. of state. -5 -
-+ As for his views, Turner has re-
Jected the narrow idea that the rela-_
‘tive strength of ‘the U.S.’and the-:
" Soviet Union can be ‘reliably-~ meas:- ¥
. ured by adding up the number of
- ships. He has.also said. he would re- -
- sign as CIA director if ever given a..".
- presidential order he felt was ﬂlega] k
or_unmoral o

y MOST OF“ the’real concem' has
- centered on Turner's.past and con-:
-tinuing ties with ‘the-U.S:: -military

and probably will be later. .-* =
- Few would automatically. rule out
: a military” figure as CIA director:
" Five of the 11 men to hold the job so .
o’ far were generals or- admirals. But
. too much has happened in the CIA’s
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_?ﬁjl tion for the future:”
.- . It'seems unfortunate that Carter '
" and the Senate allowed Turner to
continue on active duty as a four-

" star admiral. There may later be

T school and service-ties and military -

';’nahsts, missionaries and scholars =
s have enough dlfflculty abroad with-
.out facmg suspxcxons they are also .

 which has been his:-career:to- date

trol the troubléd agency:
* past record to use that as Justmca- ’

“” Washington.

‘questions whether he ‘is looking for- .-
ward to his next job, possibly, chief: -
of<naval operations or. chalrman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff 5
The point is not. just one about old .

cattitndes. It’s that part of the CIA’s
. job is to provide intelligence esti- .
“mates .that -are an alternative to--
those offered by other agencies, .
especxally the Pentagon and xts mteI-
hgence serviees. ool 2
Turner will not only be head of the
_CIA; in that job he will also be Cart- -
er’s top-coordinator of the diverse :-
~ branches of the mtellxgence com-’;
mumty. R ART
. Finally, we. would note that m hls_
Senate confirmation hearings Turn-
er said he would not rule out the -
possxblhty that the CIA might use-:-.] .
-news-reporters,  academics and -
:clergymen to play roles in covert ac- .
tivities. In our view, _American jour- e

spxes. :
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WE ARE 'AMONG those who have .
recogmzed CIA past achievements '
“(along with the shocking flaws) and -
_the need for continuing U.S. intelli- -
"gence activity. Turner may well be -
the top-quality person needed to con—_:_- )

Soe r- g‘ R

-
.
‘7
S
-
¥
.
»

"~ But Senator Inouye and “others |- -
with power and influence in congres- -
sional intelligence watchdog groups
‘have a continuing job that must be
ranked among the most vital in




